Diagnostic testing for ventilator-associated pneumonia.
This article discusses the interpretation of the diagnostic tests in the management of ventilated patients with suspicion of pneumonia. The specific steps for diagnostic evaluation are identified. An accurate interpretation of the significance of the bacterial burden requires previous evaluation of the sample quality, knowledge of administration of new antibiotics within the prior 48 hours, and evaluation of presence of comorbidities. Finally, the article presents a review of the current debate of impact on outcome.